WALTER'S GRAIMDFATHER

HIT_LONAS

It has taken about 18 months to obiain trwue details about my grandfather,
although we have always had certain informotion to work on - eege

we knew from his graveotone his date of death, hio supposed age and
Lrom this and his marricge certilicate his (supposed) name. From my
own father we undewsitood,( amongst other,paseilbly 'embellished'accounts)
that he had originally come from the Daventry area. In the latter

part of 1980 and early 71987 we went a numnber of iimes o the Local
Studies Libnarny in Derby and,without success,looked at the 1871 censws
returns for addresses which we knew he had dived at, and also studied
nariage indexes and voting lists etce lWe knew thai he martiied

Mlary Ann Tuener from Burton On Trent and so 4in Februwarny 1987 I rang up
the Registrar in B.0.7. to ask whether J couldd come along and oliain
a copy of the nariiage certificate which J took a guess at being mid
1876. (we knew that lncle Herbert was the eldest child and lLorn on

6 llay 1877. Although the said Registrar was definitely 'cool' about
ny guesoswork,luriel and J went along to his office on 9th Felbruary 7987
and there found the Regiotrar quite jovially saying that he had found
the nariiage entruy immediately afier I had phoned. --- Copy of cert.
(enc.) shows that John's occupation was a Breakman(a railway Labouring
gf.o«b) that his residence was B.0.T. and that his father was Richard
Lomas - a labourer. We went on to Lichlield Record Office but they

did not hold Parish Records for Chiiot Church B.0.T7. It was noied on
the certificate that only the 'Turner's were witnesses i.e. no Lomas'.
We were not sure (and still not) that John actéally lLived at B.0.T7.
although he -may have done s0 to satisfy the 'mariiage resdidence
qualification'. In Fel. 71987 J wrote to the present incumbent of Chriosit
Church, B.0.T. in case the Banne may have given the Parish of Lirth of
John but the vicar failed to reply (o2 retwrn my s.c.ed.

On 30/3/1981 (remembering what Pop had said about the Daventry area )
we. went to the (lorthamptonshire Record Oflice - Delapre Abley - but
found that they onliy held Daventry census zetwrns for 1857 and 7877.
At that time we were working on the assumption that John had been lboin
1852/1853 (from gravestone details) and we found very Little on
'Lomas'on these census returns oi Daventry Parioh recoide(vee enc.).
On 7/4/81 we went to B.0.T. Librawy to check the 1871 celbous but as
this was 5 years lefore maviiage we were not really surprised to find
no mention of John although we did come actoss details af Wary Ann
Turner and fanidy(enc.).  Loater that month we went to examine the
Moxmon files (at Loughborough) Lut no trace of John or his father.
Later that year when our John and Ken. were in London they lLoth
examined the official records at Sit. Catherines House and Zook note of
all the John Lomas' born around the assumed periocd. They ewen applied
for 2 of the Llikely certificates of Lirth Lut they loth proved wiong.

We resigned ourselves to the [fact thatl we would have to await the
publication of the 1881 census when we were fairly certain that John
was ddving at one of the addeesses we had for him in Derby. On 3/2/7982
therefore, ﬁfuxz,{_eftfwemt up to Matlock ?ecoz?.cis_ﬂ,f,_{",&ce where we were masi
disappointed to find no trace at any of the'# addresses we had. Later
that week, lMwriel had a brainwave io suggeot that we should try and
obtain a copy of my lUncle Walter's Uirth certificate as he had leen
boan in 1880 i.e. the year belore the census. We ,therefore,went to

the Derly Registrar where we obtained the certificate quite easdily.
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Here we found yet another address and oo the fLollowing week on 70/2/7982
we went off io f?a;t{_ocf' again and there, at dlong Lcwt we found the all

dmportant information that John had been born at !Jcauc.ot,t Warnwickshire.

On 3 March 1982, Iohn(our) was thankfully over on a visit and he drove

ws ctoum to Dawnwick Record Oflice where we spent a vewy rewarding moining
infornation from cenows returns and Parish records on the Lomas

Tmm,Lg,. Sufficiently s0 for ws ‘to go on to Rugby Registrar and obiain a

copy of the birth ce)z/bt,ff_ca,te of Jesse John Lomas. (See. enc.). &

e also went %o have a Ldook at G /w%vﬂl;oxwu.q_h Church which was the church

Lor Woodacotta

On 9 NMarch 7982 lMuriel and J went to Lichfield as they hold B.T.'s fox

(‘Mnd,bo)z.uugh until appe 1844+ There we obiained more information on

variows Lomas Baptisms including the Pact that ,regardless that my

grandfather 's birth had been oL;‘l&_’.o&ajb{.@ registered as Jesse John ,

“had been baptized only as John

J subsequently wrote *o the vicar at G Crandborough and we arranged to go

down to see his Parish records on 7/471982 swhen Esme and Derek came with

wses In fact we went to Delapre Abley 4in the mornding and Grandborough 4in

the afterncon - at both places adding to owr infoimation(see enc.).

At the chuich we also met e Greenhill,a churchwarden who intrigued

wo by saying that last year, 2 'young men’' had leen there codlecting

much the same Anformation as we were. She gave me Roger S. Lomas'name

and address and the enclosed correspondence explains the rewarding result

of this contact - 3ad. cousdin 7.

WeJele 24/4/1982




